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Jesus told all who flocked to him: 

"The Kingdom of God is at hand." 
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And to the disciples he said:

"Take no thought for your life, 

what ye shall eat or drinnk,

nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.

But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, 

and his righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you." 
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And he later told the Pharisees:

"The Kingdom of God is not an object

to be observed when it comes,

but is within you." 
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NARRATOR:

Jesus went up into a mountain

in Galilee 

and taught his disciples there, 

beginning with the words of blessing

known as the Beatitudes.
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NARRATOR:

And Jesus taught his disciples also:

"Keep the Law and the Commandments,

and you will stand high 

in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Do not pass judgment on others.

You yourselves will be judged

as you have judged them.

Love your enemies,

bless them that curse you,

do good to them that hate you, 

and pray for them that abuse 

and persecute you.

∑

Be you merciful,

as your Father in Heaven is merciful.

And be you perfect,

as he is perfect. 

When you do good works,

do them discreetly, not publicly. 

And when you pray to the Father, 

do so quietly.

Do not repeat yourself as the heathen do, 

hoping their prayers will then be heard.

Your Father knows what your needs are.

 

Use the words I have taught you:  
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NARRATOR:

[Jesus added:   

"If you forgive those who do you wrong, 

your heavenly Father will forgive you, too,

for the wrongs you have done.  

If you do not forgive them, 

your Father will not forgive you."]   

∑

When Jesus had ended these sayings,

the people were astonished at his teaching.

For he taught them as one having authority,

and not as the scribes. 
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